I/O   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAON.
jet black of the negro. The white dresses formed a
striking contrast to the dusky faces, many of which, dp.rk
though they were, were lit up with an expression indica-
tive of intelligence and contentment. The service was
conducted in French, which continues to be the language
of the island, although many years have elapsed since it
became a British possession. After the service we were
taken to the hou*e of the Secretary to Government, who
hospitably entertained'us. We embarked the next day.
As we were proceeding to the shore we were struck with
the familiar sounds of the Hiridustanee language from
the lips of Indian coolies. We were sorry we could
exchange with them only a few passing words. During
the few hours we were off Madras we had the pleasure of
landing and seeing some of the missionaries there.
After a short stay in Calcutta, we set out for Benares.
The journey was performed in a new fashion. We
purchased a conveyance, and arranged to have it drawn
by relays of coolies all the way. Arrangements were
made by an_agent in Calcutta to have word sent on in
advance, so that at every sixth or eighth mile coolies
might be in readiness for us. Before 1839 the great
Trunk Road from Calcutta to Delhi had been made, but
the streams and ravines were for the most part unbridged,
and consequently travelling by a wheeled conveyance
was very slow and difficult. By 1854 the road had been
greatly improved, many bridges had been made, and
thus the facilities for travelling were much increased
At every twelve or fourteen miles there were rest-houses
for European travellers, called " staging bungalows," all
built on the same plan at the expense of two wealthy
natives, each with two rooms and a bath-room attached,
a bedstead in each room, a table, and two or three chairs,